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TEL.415.324.58F10 

June 18, 1992 

Monica Gan 
Cai-SPA 
Department of Toxic Substances 

Control 
700 Heinz Avenue, Bldg. F. 
Berkeley, CA 94710 

Be: Bay Area Drum Company 

Dear Ms. Gan: 
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This letter is in response to your letter to me dated May 21, 
1992 which requested information regarding the Bay Area Drum 
Company ("BADC"). In particular, your letter requested 
information regarding the number and type of drnms that Zoecon 
Corporation may have sent to BADC between 1948 and 1987. Your 
letter also stated that this information was being requested by 
the Department of Toxic Substances Control ("DTSC") under 
specific provisions of the California Health and Safety Code. 

in response, please be advised that Zoecon Corporation was 
purchased by Sandoz, Inc, in 1984 and that the Chemical 
Division of Zoecon was merged into Sandoz Crop Protection 
Corporation in 1986. Sandoz Crop Protection Corporation also 
changed its name to Sandoz Agro, Inc. in 1991. Because of 
these corporation changes, Sandoz Agro received your request 
for information and is submitting this response. 

in preparing the following response, Sandoz Agro reviewed 
purchasing and accounting records for the period 1972 through 
1987, and chemical use records for the same period. This 
period was selected for review because Zoecon did not begin 
operation of its Chemical Division until Sune or July 1972. 
Although Sandoz Agro believes that it has located all records 
relating to BADC, it is continuing its search for additional 
records. If additional documents are located, Sandoz Agro will 
supplement this response in the future. 

A review of the available records indicates that Zoecon 
Corporation sent a relatively limited number of used 55 gallon 



\) 	 ~ 
... 

Monica Gan 
June 18, 1992 
Page 2 

steel drums to BADC between 1980 and 1982 for reconditioning. 
In addition, Zoecon also appears to have purchased 
reconditioned 55 gallon steel drums from BADC in 1980 and 1981. 
Interviews with present employees who were also employed by 
Zoecon indicates that only empty drums were sent to BADC for 
reconditioning. None of the present employees has any 
recollection of the specific methods used to determine residual 
levels in each drum. on the other hand, the relative weight 
and sound of the drum would have i.ndicated whether a drum was 
empty or contained some residual level of material. 

Based upon a review of available records it appears that Zoecon 
shipped the following numbers of drums to BADC for 
reconditioning between 1980 and 1982: 

Year 	Number of Drums Sent 
to BADC for Reconditioning 

1980 	 78 
1981 	 30 
1982 	 150 

Total 	258 

In addition to the above drums which were shipped by Zoecon to 
BADC for reconditioning, it appears that the following drums 
were purchased by Zoecon from BADC during the same period. 

Year 	Number of Drums 
Purchased by Zoecon 

1980 	 20 
1981 	 30 
1982 	 0 

Total 	50 

As mentioned above, the avai2able records indicate that Zoecon 
shipped only 55 gallon steel drums to BADC for reconditioning. 
Based upon this information, Sandoz Agro has compiled a list of 
chemicais that could have been contained in drums prior to 
shipment to BADC for reconditioning. That list is attached as 
Attachment A. However, it is important to note that only 
residues of these substances would have been present in the 
drums since on3.y empty drums were sent to BADC for 
reconditioning. 
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The available records indicate that no drums were sent by 
Zoecon to BADC for disposal. It also appears that 
reconditioned drums would have been returned to Zoecon for 
further use. 

Although your letter did not request copies of records, Sandoz 
Agro is enclosing copies of all purchase orders and invoices 
regarding BADC for your information. If you have any further 
questions, please give me a call at (415) 324-5800. 

Very truly yours, 

1 ~ V OLr )W~ 
Thomas Vanden Bosch 

Enclosures 



ATTACEMENT A 

Z08CON CORPORATION 

List of Chemicals Possibly Shipped 
55 Gallon Steel Dzwae 

1972 - 1982 

CATAGORY 1. FffifILSIFIERS - DETERGENTS - ANTI6XIDANTS 

GAFAC PE-510 

ATLOX 3404F 

ATLOX 3409F 

Formalin 30$ 

Pamolyn 100 

ATLOX 775 

ATLOX 3454 

ATTAX 848 

Igepal C0630 

Igepal C0730 

Igepal C0850 

Tlween 80 (Phosphate) 

GAFAC RS-710 

ATL[}X 8916TF 

Igepon TN74 

Sponto 232T 

Sponto 234T 

Toximul RHF 

Toximul 5 

Surfynol 82 

Triton X-100 

 -i - 
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Blancol N 

Drapex 6-8 

Fluorad FC-170 

Toxinul 360A 

TOKimul 360B MF. 

CATAGORY 2. INSECTICIDES  

Methoprene 

Flunalinate 

Tricosene 

Dienochlor 

Kinoprene 

Resmethrin 40$ 

Hydroprene 

CATAGORY 3. SOLVENT'S  

Hexane 

Methanol 

Toluene 

H-Methyl-Pyrrolidone 

Isopropyl Alcohol 

Methylene Chloride 

Diethyl Ether 

Acetone 

Tetrahydrofuran 

Diemethyl Formamide 

Tenneco 500-100 

%ylene 

- 2 - 
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Mineral Spirits - odorless 

n-Pentane 

CATAGORY 4. REACTANTS - INORGANIC AND ORf,ANIC 

Thionyl Chloride 

Ammonia 

Phosgene 

Hethylacetoacetate (MAA) 

Sodium Methylate 25% 

Tetraisopropyl Titanate 

Terephthaloyl Chloride 

3,4-Dichlorotrifluoromethyl- 
benzene 

d-Valine (amino acid) 

8thylenediamine 

N-Amyl Bromide 

Azobisisobutyronitrile (Vazo 64) 

Benzenethiol 

Triethylamine 

Lutidine 

Methane Sulfonyl Chloride 

Propargyl Alcohol 

Triethanolamine 

m-Phenoxybenzaldehyde 

Pyridine 

N-Chlorosuccinimide 

Hexanediamine 

~~ 
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Ketoisovaleric Acid Calcium Salt 

Ketoisovaleric Acid Potassium Salt 

Propylene Oxide 

Amaonium Thiocycnate 

Dicyanodiame (Cyanoquanidine) 

P-Nitrotrifluoromethylbenzene 

p-Nitrobenzoic Acid 

Propylene Glycol 

CATAGORY 5. pH ADNSTMENTS, ACIDS AND BASES  

Caustic 50$ 

Acetic Acid - Glacial 

Phosphoric Acid 85$ 

Lactic Acid 

Ammonium Hydroxide 

Hydroxyacetic Acid 

Potassium Hydroxide 

CATAGORY fi. FOOD GRA[]8 OR NATURAL  

Methoxycitronellal 

Karo Syrup 

Corn oil 

Sthanol SDA #4 - 200 Proof 

Oleyl Alcohol 

Dihydrocitronellal 

Norfox 9-5 

Norda Fragrance 0270-76 

- 4 - 
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CATAGORY 7. THICIOrNER, PLABTICl2ER8 

Santicizer 711 (0OP) 

R-888-T (Rubber cement) 

CATAGORY S. RESIN 

Indopol H-100, Polyvis 
(Polybutenes) 

- 5 - 
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LANDELS, 
RIPLEY & 
DIAMOND 

ATTORNEYS 

June lfi, 1992 

Monica Gan 
Ca1-EPA 
Department of Toxic Substances 

Cantrol 
700 Heinz Ave., Bldg. F 
Berkeley, California 94710 

Re: Zoecon Corporation 

Dear Ms. Gan: 

Anthany O. Gazvin 
413512-4650 

s" - riwsS:F• ~ • 

;' ~,' ` 	 ``'
~ •  
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Hm ruz. 
350 Steuark Stree[ 
Sm amdwo, cA 
94105•1250 
'Fks 43s-78819M 
Fax 475•78&7550 

925 L Street 
Stdte 950 
&acrameMq CA 
9561{3'N! 
Tel 91&4Qa-e300 	- 
Fax 936448-4923 

This letter will confirm our telephone conversation today 
regarding the Department's request to Zoecon Corporation for 
information regarding Bay Area Drum Company. During our 
conversation, I requested an extension of the date for 
submission of a response to the Department's information 
request. This letter will confirm that you agreed to an 
extension until 3une 29, 1992, for submission o£ a response. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Very truly yours, 

An 	O. Garvin 

A G 
9 
cc: Thomas Vanden Bosch 
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DEPARTMENT OF TOXEC SUBSTANCES CONTROL 
REGION 2 
7570 HEINZAVE., SUI'iE 2{10 
sERKEtEY,LA 84710-2737 

May 21, 1992 

Thamas Vandenbosch 
Plant Kanager 
Zoecon Corporation 
975 California Ave. 
Palo Alto, CA 94304 

Dear Mr. Vandenbosch: 

This letter is to request information regarding Zoecon 
Corporation's past business relationship with the Bay Area 
Drum Company (BADC) that operated at 1212 Thomas Avenue, San 
Francisco. Specifically, the Department has records that 
indicate Zoecon's East Palo Alto facility, located at 1990 
Bay Road, did business with BADC. The purpose of this 
Ietter is to request infor;nation from coaspanies who did 
business with the Bay Area Drum Company to obtain 
information regarding the type and quantity of hazardous 
substances that were sent to the BADC site. 

The Department is interested in the nature of transactions 
between your company and BADC. Please answer the following 
questions as specifically as possible: 

1) The approximate number of drums shipped to BADC between 
1948 through 1987. 

2) The nature of the substances contained in subject drums 

3) The type and capacity of each drum 

4] 	The dispcsition of subject drums after the substances 
were used 

5}-. The residual level in each drum after they were shipped 
offsite 

6) Methods used to determine the residual levels in each 
drum 

7) Were drums sent to the BADC for reconditioning? 

8} Were drums sent to the BADC for disposal? 

Please provide responses to the afarementioned questions 
within thirty (30) days of the date of this letter. 
Compliance with the information request set forth is 
mandatory pursuant to sections 25185.6, 25358.1 and 25358.3 
of the California Health and Safety Code. Failure to 
respond fully and truthfully to the information request may 
result in enforcement action by the Department, subject to 

,~...,m~......: 
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the penalties allowed under Sections 25189, 25189.2, 25191 
and 25367 of the Health and Safety Code. The penalty 
provided is up to $25,OD0 for each violation and up to 
$25,000 per day for each day that the violation continues. 
Please be further advised that provision of false, 
fictitious or fraudulent statements or representations may 
subject you to criminal penalties. 

Please send your response to: Monica Gan 
Cal-SPA, Dept. of Toxic 
$ubstances Control 
700 Heinz Ave. Sldg. F 
Berkeley, CA 94710 

I can be contacted at (510) 540-3767 if yon have any 
guestions regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Honica Gan, 
Staff Services Analyst 
Site Mitigation Branch 

cc: Susan Bertken 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Dept. of Toxic Suhstances Control 
P.O. Box 806, 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
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